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Circadian and circatrigintan profiles of prolactin (PRL) in young normally cycling women at 4 well characterized times of the ovulatory cycle have been compared. Circadian patterns of PRL (collected at 2-h intervals for 24h at each phase selected) change during the 4 phases, being higher in the luteal phase. In a consistent percentage of individuals, serum PRL rises notably during the night; in one half of the subjects a peak is located also in the afternoon or early evening. The statistically significant circatrigintan rhythm of PRL shows the acrophase approximately in the mid-luteal phase.